
by Rick Craven

Her name was Mabel. You may not have heard of her, but 
she played an important part in Aldershot’s history. It was 
Mabel Easterbrook who established the now famous hotdog 
stand on Spring Gardens Road. That was over ninety years 
ago.

Mabel was the founder and first of four generations to run 
the Easterbrook’s hot-dog restaurant. Without Mabel, it may 
never have happened.

“My grandmother was quite the entrepreneur,” commented 
grandson Ray Easterbrook who recently retired from the 
business.

Today, Mabel’s hotdog stand is a huge success. It has been 
the subject of many news and magazine articles, visited 
by a variety of celebrities and most importantly, produced 
hundreds of thousands of “dogs”.

Mabel was born in 1886. She married John Easterbrook 
and together they purchased a farm around 1926 in the 
area south of Plains Road between Holy Sepulchre and 
Woodland Cemeteries. Along with the fruits and vegetables 
they planted the seeds that would later grow into miles of 
hot-dogs. 

Mabel and John were not well off. They had taken out a 
mortgage to buy their farm but the Depression hit and they 
needed cash.  They sold off part of their land and Mabel 
started to sell produce to passing cars, especially the 
famous Aldershot sugar maple melons.

Those produce sales later evolved into a tea house.

“She had no money to do anything but she came to realize 
that all these people driving by might want something to eat, 
so she started up a tea house with sandwiches and stuff like 
that,” said Ray.

At that time, the part of Plains Road that now curves behind 
the Royal Botanical Gardens was Highway Two, directly in 
front of the Easterbrook farm. There was a lot of traffic.  It 
was the main drag between Hamilton and Toronto.

Sometimes, Mabel would even rent out a room in the farm 
house for weary travelers, forcing her husband to sleep in 
the greenhouse or the barn. Clearly, Mabel was the boss in 
that family.

“She just kinda eked by,” said Ray.

But, Mabel would not let the Depression beat her. In 
addition to the produce sales, tea house and occasional 
motel service, she bought up old ramshackle houses in 
Hamilton, had horses drag them across the frozen bay and 
rented them out as beachfront cottages until they fell apart.

Around 1930, the tea house added hotdogs to the menu. 
Eventually the dogs outsold the produce and the rest, as 
they say, is history. It was a struggle for many years, but 
Mabel ran the place until 1952 through good times and bad. 

“Carrying a mortgage through the Depression was very 
difficult but Mabel managed one nonetheless through sheer 
determination,” once wrote the Hamilton Spectator.

Mabel is remembered for her achievements in leading her 
family, surviving the Depression and starting the hotdog 
stand, but she felt that her greatest moment was when she 
was named Postmistress for the area known as Willow 
Cove.

Grandson Ray recalls that Postal officials had to track 
her down at the back of the farm, where she was picking 
tomatoes, in order to swear her in.

“Everyone in Aldershot used to have to come to that hotdog 
stand to get their mail. I still remember all the cubby-holes 
where everybody’s mail went in. She was very proud that 
she was the Postmistress”.

As Postmistress, Mabel became a central figure in the 
community, and the prime source of information and gossip.

There are reports that, one time, she purposely placed the 
mail of a single young woman into the slot of a single young 
man, forcing them to meet and exchange mail. Mabel’s 
maneuvering eventually worked out and the young couple 
married! 

Ray has fond memories of his grandmother Mabel. 
“Whenever I brought a girlfriend home she’d look her up 
and down and say ‘can you sew?”

There was one day, according to Ray, when Mabel spotted 
a police officer heading toward the store. There was an 
illegal slot machine inside. Mabel picked the whole thing up 
by herself and hid it in the backyard. Ray says It took three 
men to hoist it back in.

Mabel died in 1975 at the age of 88 and is buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery. She remains an important figure in 
local history.
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Editor’s Note
Happy New Year, everyone!
We are thrilled to be back with a paper and electronic 
Winter edition of Partnering Aldershot Press, reaching 
just over 10,000 Aldershot households and businesses.  
I hope that you had the opportunity to enjoy some of 
the many recent holiday happenings in our community. 
This issue highlights the community initiatives that 
helped so many in need during the holiday season. You 
will also learn about two strong ‘Aldershot’ women from 
the distant and recent past and read about public transit 
and some great updates from some of our schools.  
You may notice a new visual presentation of this 
edition. That’s because it has been put together 
by Aldershot High School student Kylie Sinclair.  It 
represents her graphic designing skills applied to an 
authentic situation for a real audience - YOU. I applaud 
her abilities and dedication to this edition. Additionally, 
I thank Warren Hutton, Aldershot teacher, for working 
together on this edition.
I would like to thank Susan Rogers, our graphic 
designer for many years.  It goes without saying that 
she did a fantastic job with the design, printing and 
distribution of this paper since it started.  Working 
with you was so ‘easy’ and pleasant, Susan, and I 
appreciate everything that you did for PA Press.
Another thank you to Karen Phelps for dealing with the 
advertising, the finances and much of the nitty gritty of 
putting this paper together.
I hope that the stories in this issue make you feel part of 
our caring community. 
May 2023 be filled with good health and comfort, and 
many moments with the people you most love. 
Kind regards, Judith Genis 
partneringaldershot@gmail.com 
partneringaldershot.weebly.com

Melons, Dogs and Mail - 
This Woman Beat the Odds 
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LOCAL CLUB SERVES 
IN A BIG WAY 
by Rick Craven

The Aldershot Lions Club has received the prestigious International  
Lions Club Excellence Award. The award is presented to Clubs that  
excel in the areas of membership, service, leadership, organizational,  
excellence and marketing.

The Aldershot Club won the award after a variety of initiatives both local and international.

Here in Aldershot, the Club started an annual litter clean-up, along Plains Road East, 
in conjunction with Earth Day. During COVID, donations were made to both the 
Compassion Society and the Burlington Food Bank. Major financial and member support 
was also provided to the annual Dog Guide Walk. 

All this, in addition to running its highly successful local garage sale.

The Aldershot Lions were also recognized for their support of the five International Lions’ 
Global Causes; diabetes, vision, hunger, the environment and childhood cancer.

The Aldershot community has benefited from its Lions Club in many ways for over seven 
decades. For more information about the Club please contact us at 905-367-0567 or 
lionsforaldershot@gmail.com.

Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul’s 
Helpful Ways  
by Hilda Cirotto

 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SSVP) Holy Rosary currently serves close to 
250 individuals in this immediate neighbourhood. We respond to all calls regardless 
of religious denomination. We recognize that families face many expenses when 
children return to school. In August 2022 we provided several children from the local 
community with $50 gift cards to support a successful start. Backpacks were also 
delivered to Holy Rosary School in preparation for anticipated needs.

Our neighbours are informed of available educational incentives. One opportunity 
is access to funds from the government’s Canada Learning Bond for their child’s no 
cost Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP). These funds help pay for post-
secondary school studies. St. Vincent de Paul also provides university/college grants 
to children of low-income families.We connect our neighbours with appropriate local 
agencies and resources to help them achieve their goals for a better quality of life.

Our work is made possible through the generosity of the parishioners of Holy Rosary 
Parish. Their donations stock our pantry and provide funds for grocery vouchers.

SSVP shares new backpacks with Holy Rosary 
School:(L-R) J. Bozzo, Secretary; H. Cirotto, 

SSVP; R. LoPresti, Principal
Fresh Food Box: Some families receive a box of 

fresh fruit and vegetables once a month.

Holy Rosary St. Vincent de Paul Volunteers

Mavericks! Not the Tom Cruise 
Movie… The Maplehurst 
Mavericks!!
Maplehurst Public School has a unique situation in that its halls have had generations of 
families pass through it. Built in 1912, Maplehurst has been a constant in the neighbourhood 
and

the hub of the community. Staff, students and the entire school community are so happy to 
be back in person and are doing great things! In the fall, we hosted the Terry Fox Run on the 
field for a community run.  Next was the Halton Cross Country Meet at Sherwood Forest Park 
where team camaraderie made us all proud.

The School Council has met a number of times and has already positively impacted the 
direction of the School Improvement Plan by raising money for technology.  The School 
Council plans, organizes and facilitates the events such as the Pumpkin Walk and the 
traditional weekly pizza day. If you would like to get involved, consider coming to the meetings 
on the first Monday of every month at 7PM in the school library.

Remembrance Day evokes deep emotions and, at Maplehurst, students offered a solemn 
and meaningful presentation to peers, staff and families. A dedicated group of students spent 
many recesses folding 400 paper cranes in order to hand one to each person as they left the 
auditorium as a symbol of peace.

We continue to think about how we can bring peace 
to our daily lives. The Mavericks have been taking 
part in Anti-Bullying activities which began with the 
reading of I Promise by LeBron James. We will 
continue the learning by using The Good Path. 
These teachings from the Anishinaabe Peoples will 
be the basis on which our monthly awards will be 
derived (e.g. Showing Kindness, Setting a Goal and 
Following Through, Improving Yourself).

Maplehurst demonstrates how close ties between 
school and family life contribute to creating and 
supporting a healthy community. We are on a 
positive path to resuming normalcy after three years 
of instability.

We look forward to continuing this journey!

Steve Breckels 
Principal 
@MaplehurstPS
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New year… Looking Back… 
Returning to school and to a regular schedule and routine 
has brought a buzz of excitement to Aldershot School!  
Our classrooms are places where students are engaged 
in their learning and are happy to collaborate and work 
together on assignments and share ideas.  

 

Outside of the classroom, sports teams and clubs are well 
underway and students are happy to enjoy fun activities 
with friends as well as extra curricular activities.  This year 
saw the return of the Jr. Boys Football team.  We are 
thrilled that the team made it to the Halton Finals in their 
first season in many years!  Here are some highlights 
from our sports season this fall:  

Grades 7-8 
Cross Country - Our Grade 7 boys finished 2nd overall 
and our Grade 8 girls finished 5th overall at the HDSB 
elementary Cross Country Meet 

Volleyball - Our Girls volleyball team placed 3rd in regular 
season and lost in a tough semi final match

Flag Football - Our co-ed flag football team competed in 
two tournaments and had some great results!

Grades 9-12 
Cross Country - Dylan Tuck competed at OFSAA

Field Hockey - undefeated Halton Champions

Football - Halton Silver Medallists

Senior & Junior Girls Basketball - Halton Semi Finalists

Senior Boys Volleyball - Halton Silver Medallists

Junior Boys Volleyball - Halton Champions

Golf - Chloe Chan competed at OFSAA

 
Grade 7-12 Clubs such as Chess Club, Dungeons and 
Dragons, Equity Team, Book Club, Well-being Team, Eco 
Schools, Art Council, Math Club fill our school calendar 
and put smiles on all!  Students are enthusiastic and have 
extensive creative drive.  Let’s go Lions!

 
 
If you’re wondering what a ‘Day in the Life’ looks like at 
Aldershot School, check out our Instagram Account: @
aldershotschool.   You’ll see various pictures from special 
events and a glance at classroom activities in addition to 
Clubs and Teams photos. 

Halton Food for Thought Breakfast program is back!  We 
are happy to deliver a Grab N Go Breakfast program to 
our students each morning.  All Aldershot students are 
welcome to fresh fruit, yogurt, muffins, or cereal.  We 
thank our Breakfast Program volunteers for shopping 
and preparing the healthy options for our students.  The 
program is funded through a PC Children’s Charity grant 
along with funds from Halton Food for Thought.

Creating a Deeper Dialogue… 
We continue to delve into creating a ‘deeper dialogue’ 
each month by showcasing relevant images on tent cards 
that reflect our school’s values or a date of significance.  
The images are displayed on the tent cards which can be 
found in all offices and classrooms.

 
This year, we are excited to launch the school wide 
initiative focused on the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals. Through the monthly deeper dialogue tent cards, 
they bring awareness to, encourage conversation 
and provoke further inquiry into areas that impact our 
community locally and globally.

Looking Forward… 
This June for the first time in many years, our Gr. 12 
Graduation Celebration will be held off-site!  This year 
marks the first time our I-STEM students will have 
completed the four year I-STEM program.  Save the date 
- June 9, 2023 at The Meeting House in Oakville. 
Our Gr. 8 students will enjoy their end of year celebration 
in our Auditorium, with a celebration afterwards.

Thank you for your support of Aldershot School.

Kind Regards, 
Rebecca Newcombe   
- Aldershot Principal
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Farewell to a 
Great Principal!
by Denis Gibbons

When Maria McLellan arrived at Aldershot School in the fall 
of 2014, the building had already passed the half-century 
mark.  The 597 folding seats in the auditorium badly 
needed replacing. Some were completely ruined. Others 
had cushions that seemed to sink to the floor.

When she arrived, McLellan inherited the ‘Seat Yourself’ 
project; the school-community fundraising project to raise 
the $120,000 needed as its share of the cost of replacing 
the seats and to improve the lighting and sound systems. 
In the fundraising project, supporters could purchase a 
seat ranging from $150 - $1000.  Domino’s Pizza, Teo 
Hair and Body Works and Discovery Ford helped out with 
donations and the Burlington Firefighters organized music 
concerts for elementary school children.  Money also was 
raised from movie nights. 

When Gord Deppe heard about the urgent need at 
Aldershot, he felt it was a no-brainer for him to step 
forward. Deppe, Sandy Horne and Brett Wickens all 
attended Aldershot more than 40 years ago and formed 
the largest part of the popular rock band, ‘The Spoons’. 
They had performed their first concert at Aldershot School.  
An  Aldershot parent made a pitch to Deppe and he agreed 
to resurrect the band for a concert in October 2015 to raise 
funds for the project. It was a fabulous and profitable event. 

The largest donor to the Seat Yourself project requested 
that the auditorium be named in honour of Hanne Nielsen, 
who was an Aldershot graduate and the spouse of Mr. 
Hamlin, who contributed through the Hamilton Community 
Foundation.  When McLellan retired in 2020, Aldershot had 
a new and modern auditorium with more than 500 new 
seats, not only for students, but also available for use by 
community organizations.

McLellan is also proud of the ‘No Stone Left Alone’ 
program, a first in Ontario, now copied by other schools 

across the province. The school sent three busloads of 
students to nearby Woodlawn Cemetery with each student 
standing in front of one of the graves of the more than 800 
war veterans buried there, holding a poppy, to honor those 
who gave their lives in defence of their country.  Prior to the 
ceremony, each student was assigned to research the life 
of a deceased veteran. 

“Maria was a thoughtful supporter of her staff and students 
and constantly considered the Aldershot families in all of 
her decisions,” said Judith Genis, chair of School Council 
during most of McLellan’s time as principal. “She set and 
modelled a high bar. Maria was a very ‘present’ leader who 
gave relentlessly to the projects she was involved in and 
was excellent at building a respectful and positive spirit at 
the school.”

When the Halton District School Board made a particular 
push to advance applied mathematics, Aldershot accepted 
the challenge. “We set up meetings to assist students and 
get them more excited about math,” McLellan said. “One 
of our teachers, Michael Pitt, started a system of awarding 
what he called Pitt Points for achievements. On Pitt days, I 
made brownies and brought them in.”

The HDSB launched a program accommodation review 
in the school year of 2017-18.  Following the review, 
Aldershot remained open while Lester B. Pearson 
and Robert Bateman High Schools were designated 
for closure. “We introduced the I-Stem (Innovation 
Technology) program for science, engineering and math,” 
she said. “Now students come from other areas of the city 
if they are interested in this program.”

A current staff member at Aldershot School, Kelly 
Peterson reflected that “Maria was great as the Principal 
of Aldershot; we were so lucky to have her. She was 
supportive, kind, tough but fair, and ran a tight ship. She led 
by example and I always felt respected and valued under 
her administration. Her brand of leadership is needed in 
education. We wish her the very best in her retirement.” 

Always ready to support staff and student ideas, McLellan 
also acted on a request from a staff member to start the 
‘Inside Ride’ program, part of the ‘Coast to Coast Fight 

Against Cancer’.  Stationary bikes were set up in the gym 
and students solicited sponsors to ride them for a certain 
length of time.  “We raised $19,000 one year,” she said. 

In 2019, McLellan made a special presentation to Grade 
11 student Kendall Cooper after she earned a gold medal 
as Canada defeated the U.S. 2-1 in overtime to win 
the Women’s Under-18 World Hockey Championship 
in Japan.  About the same time McLellan nominated 
Cooper for the Aldershot Community Honour Roll who 
was inducted in 2019.  Later the principal nominated 
Bronwyn Smith for her volunteer work with the Halton 
Down Syndrome Association. Bronwyn received her award 
earlier this year. 

McLellan, who had coached the curling team in a previous 
posting at Abbey Park high school in Oakville, also was 
instrumental in getting Aldershot students involved in the 
popular winter sport.  With co-coach Dianne Kirchner, their 
efforts were so successful that the new Aldershot team 
qualified for the all-Ontario high school championships 
twice and was named winner of the sportsmanship award 
at the bonspiel in North Bay in 2017.

Steve Cussons, current chair of School Council, said, 
“I had the honour of working with Maria throughout her 
leadership at Aldershot School as Principal.  It was clear 
that Maria’s devotion to the students was unwavering.  
She cared about the well being of each and every student 
as they moved through the grades at Aldershot.  Her 
commitment to engaging the broader Aldershot community 
with the school created an inclusive community feel which 
supported the Aldershot spirit.  Her kind soul, warm heart 
and her push for excellence has had a positive impact on 
so many students that have called Aldershot School theirs. 
We miss Maria in the halls but wish her well in retirement.”

“Students are at the heart of what I do,” McLellan said. 
“I encourage and support teachers who create a safe, 
nurturing and challenging environment for pupils to assist 
them in reaching their potential and to help them view the 
future with optimism.” 

Living in Mississauga in her retirement, McLellan remains 
active in curling, but she misses her days at Aldershot. 

Updates from 
Aldershot School 



Celebrating Outstanding Citizens of Aldershot!

You know them.
They have held leadership roles.

They have vision, creativity, innovation, initiative 
and/or special qualities.

They have made a positive impact in Aldershot

Nominate Them!Nominate Them!
Nomination Deadline

March 31, 2023

Celebration in May 2023

Visit achr.ca for online nomination forms

Public Transit #4 Aldershot
As Aldershot grows and our population increases and ages, local bus services 
become ever more essential. We are fortunate to have the best and most 
popular bus routes in our city.  The #1 along the Plains/Fairview corridor takes 
us all across the city from RBG to Appleby GO for work, shopping, family and 
medical travel, and into Hamilton for sports, concerts and major events.

Equally valuable is cross-city route #4, running from Aldershot GO to Appleby 
GO, serving businesses, schools, seniors, commuters and many hospital and 
long term care facilities along the south side of the city.  This important route runs 
from Aldershot into downtown via Joseph Brant Hospital, Spencer Smith Park, 
Central Library and Burlington Seniors Centre.

It serves 2,500+ apartment and condo residents in the Waterdown/Fairwood/
LaSalle block along with Aldershot School students and residents, visitors and 
staff at three Long-term Care Centres along its route. While COVID-19 has 
reduced ridership from almost 20,000 at its peak, it remains the 7th busiest of 
Burlington’s 17 routes.  As COVID fades and development continues apace 
in Aldershot, these numbers are rebounding monthly.  Population density is 
increasing, so this ridership number is forecasted to continue increasing.

As the #4 route grows, some residents worry that buses on their street bring 
noise and road safety concerns. However, studies show that accidents between 
pedestrians and cars are more frequent than with professionally operated 
buses.  Moreover, the noise and pollution from gas powered lawn mowers and 
leaf blowers on residential streets far outweigh the brief noise from a vital bus 
passing every half hour.

So, come on Aldershot!  Let’s get on and support the much needed #4 bus, 
serving our local businesses, seniors, students and commuters while reducing 
traffic congestion and greenhouse gas emissions. 

by Jim Young 
Burlington for Accessible Sustainable Transit

My Experience Joining the 
Burlington Food Bank
by Jon Williams

It started with people caring for people.  It started in Aldershot.  A few small church-based 
groups in 1991 met, at what is now the Enterprise Rent-A-Car at King Road and Plains Road 
East, to discuss the growing issues of food insecurity in Burlington.  I’m sure that the problem 
they were facing wasn’t a new one and that they weren’t the first people in Burlington to try to 
collectively help feed their neighbours. However, this effort wasn’t just about a stopgap; those 
who gathered wanted to change the way things were done.  They wanted to have a lasting 
impact. It started with local people who were moved to help feed their neighbours. Moved to 
make a difference. Recently, I have become a part of that legacy.

Since joining the Burlington Food Bank, I’ve been viewing the hunger statistics from our 
partners at Food Banks Canada and Feed Ontario with an apprehension for what the future 
might bring. The statistics from our partners tell us that:

• Food banks in Ontario have received 4,353,880 visits from clients. Which is a 42% increase 
from 2019.

• 1 in 3 food bank clients were first time visitors. This is a 64% increase from 2019.

• 1 in 7 Canadians who use a food bank are currently employed.

Our own Burlington Food Bank statistics show that:

• Since March 2019 the Burlington Food Bank has seen an 81% increase in requests for 
assistance.

• In 2021 34% of those the Burlington Food Bank assisted were children.

These statistics are concerning for so many.  They point to the fact that Ontario’s social safety 
nets are not enough to support what is needed for a basic standard of living.  They show the 
growing need for food banks across Canada is all too real.  But as I have also seen during my 
short time at the Burlington Food Bank, so is the legacy of people caring for people.

Recently, I was privileged to attend the Gift of Giving Back, the biggest food drive of its kind in 
Canada.  The turnout was spectacular and the students who participated really gave 100%.  At 
the end of the event there were a number of speeches thanking us all for taking part, followed 
by introductions of all the major contributors and recipients of the food collected.  They were 
good speeches, all full of messages of hope.  However, it is the following that Karen Roche, Fire 
Chief for the City of Burlington, said that will stick with me for a long time to come:  “The best 
thing about Burlington is its community.”

It’s true. Despite the waves of bleak news that we are being subjected to, I find myself brimming 
with hope. Not because of additional counter-acting statistics, but because of the stories of 
a community that cares. Like the story of more than 80 Burlington sports teams raising over 
150,000 lbs of food organized at MM Robinson High School through the Gift of Giving Back. 
The story of two young children giving their birthday celebrations to collect 131 lbs of food for 
their hungry neighbours. Or the story of the students at Assumption Catholic Secondary School 
collecting more than 12,000 lbs, because they know that some of the people that use the Food 
Bank are part of their school community. 

It’s these stories that constantly remind me that everything’s not lost. Despite the circumstances 
we see, there are factors in the generosity of our Burlington community that can’t be measured.  
Facts and figures don’t take into account the good hearts of those who offer what they can to 
help others.  Numbers don’t show the joy of those who give and those who receive.  Finally, 
statistics don’t reflect that when the Burlington Food Bank receives a request for help, it’s the 
Burlington community that helps us rise to the challenge.

To contact the Burlington Food Bank: 
info@burlingtonfoodbank.ca  
or call 905-637-2273   
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Dear Ward 1 Aldershot residents,

I would like to thank all of those who supported me in 
the most recent election, and I look forward to serving 
you all again for the next 4 years. The past 4 months 
was a great opportunity to touch base with as many 
Ward 1 constituents as possible. Door knocking and 
face to face conversations are the most effective form 
of communication with people on the issues that face 
our community and how the city may resolve them. I 
really enjoyed making many new connections and 
look forward to seeing you all at future events and public meetings as they 
return after a few years of pandemic restrictions limiting all social events.

There have been some big announcements in the fall of 2022 that will 
affect the next term of council. The new Regional Official Plan Amendment 
49 that was approved by the Minister of Housing and included some very 
important properties in Ward 1 by adding them into the urban boundary.  
North Aldershot had 3 large properties (Eagle Heights, Taylor lands, and 
Bridgeview) all added to the urban boundary which will encourage more 
urban development on these lands. The large property at 1200 King Road 
and south of highway 403, was also added and the zoning was changed 
to mixed-use from employment. This property has been the subject of a 
Commonwealth Games bid for the 2030 games focused on Hamilton.  

At the time of writing, the City and Region still have many outstanding 
questions with regards to these changes as they do have some conflicts 
with our Official Plans.  

My office continues to produce a monthly email newsletter that updates 
the community on anything happening in Ward 1. Please reach out to my 
office to be added to the mailing list.

Thank you. 

Kelvin Galbraith 
Ward 1 City & Regional Councillor 
City of Burlington/Halton Region 
905-335-7777 Ext. 7587 
kelvin.galbraith@burlington.ca

 

Good Design is
Good Business

Thomas J. Watson Jr.

Meeting all your print & digital graphic design needs
susan@axcessdesign.com or visit axcessdesign.com

Graphic Design is not a DIY
You need professional help… 

Compassion Society Helps Our 
Community!
In June 2022, the Compassion Society of Halton moved all operations to 1881 Fairview Street, 
Units 4 & 5 (Brantview Plaza).

With the mission to respond to the needs of individuals and families struggling in our community 
by providing necessary items such as fresh and non-perishable food, hygiene/self-care items, 
clothing, multiple seasonal gift programs, and referrals to local resources and social services – all 
free of cost - the volunteer geared Compassion Society has seen a surge of 27% since relocating 
to this new location. With a bigger space to house, sort and organize more donations on a very 
busy and visible junction on Brant Street and Fairview – the charity, its management and board 
are deeply grateful to the amazing army of volunteers and supporters that continue to make a 
difference in these trying times - as Food banks close because of the steep rise in demand for food 
services and more.

With the exception of occasional grants that are targeted to specific programs or requirements 
on behalf of the granting agency, the Compassion Society relies on the generosity of the 
community as it receives no other government funding. It is primarily corporate, community 
initiatives, and individual donations that keep our doors open and our operations running.  The 
Compassion Society is driven by a team of amazingly dedicated volunteers with the gift of time. 
The organization’s volunteers, three staff, and board actively solicit monetary donations, in-kind 
donations, and gifts that enable us to serve all the families that come to us in need.

Our ongoing fixed costs include rent, utilities, and salaries for our one full-time and two part-time 
employees as well as the cost of maintaining a van that collects donations daily.

“It takes a community of caring, giving, and kind-hearted individuals to build, empower and support 
their neighbours and friends in need. Compassion Society and the people who make up the 
community of volunteers and donors are exactly that - caring, giving, and kind-hearted people who 
make a huge difference in Halton. This move is a perfect example of how we have accomplished 
this huge task through the immense support of this giving community” Aliya Khawari - Executive 
Director CSH

Over the course of The BIG MOVE, we received many generous donations of funds, and of time, 
resources and items required for the new location. For this, we are truly thankful. We are most 
grateful for our priceless volunteer base who are the heartbeat of the organization.

And of course, our priceless volunteer base who are the heartbeat of the organization. The charity 
has more than doubled its volunteer base since June. Please feel free to reach out to us and find out 
more if you wish to at: <general.compassion@gmail.com>

Building ROCK Solid 
People
by Sydney Porch  
The ROCK Hubs operate out of two locations in Burlington, 
providing integrated services and supports, increased access 
to mental health, and early intervention and prevention 
services, for children, from birth to 17 years, and their 
families. The ROCK Hubs aim to remove barriers for clients 
by creating a centre where families can gain access to 
multiple supports and services in one place. They are home 
to two main programs - EarlyON and Our Community Cares 
(OCC). In addition, many community partners help to create a 
fulsome suite of ROCK Hub program offerings. In Aldershot, 
our “ROCK Hub – Warwick” is located at 702 Surrey Lane. 
EarlyON provides free drop-in programs that offer a variety 
of opportunities for children 0-6 to grow physically, mentally, 
socially, and emotionally while in a safe and stimulating 
environment together with a caregiver. Our programs also 
provide a safe space to connect with other caregivers as well 
as opportunities to ask our educators any questions you may 
have about development or resources. 

Head to www.keyon.ca to become a member and Create 
your free account that you will use to sign in/sign out of our 
programs! You can find our schedules in the Calendar.  Make 
sure that you are using the correct location - Rock Hub - 
Warwick Early ON to learn more about Our Community Cares 
programs that are offered for children, youth, adults, and 
families.

We often change things up for different activities and FUN!

NATALIE PIERRE
MPP - BURLINGTON

We’re Here to Help!
As of October 1, 2022 the new Constituency Office location:
3027 Harvester Road, Suite 306, Burlington, ON L7N 3G7 

Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 pm  
In person appointments must be pre-arranged  
and are subject to availability.

905-639-7924 • nataliepierrempp.ca
Please connect to my constituency office by phone or email.

The Constituency 
office has moved!

My community office can assist 
with accessing various Ontario 

government programs and services.

Councillor’s Corner
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905-220-5014
aldershotfootclinic.com

Accepting
New Patients!

Our Services:
• Medical foot care
• Corn & callous care
• Wart treatment 
• Ingrown nail treatment 
• Custom orthotics 
• Compression 
• Soft tissue surgery 
• Mobile Services 
• Care products 

MON 9am - 9pm
TUE 9am - 9pm
WED 9am - 9pm
THU 9am - 9pm
FRI 9am - 5pm
SAT 9am - 5pm 
SUN 12pm - 5pm
 

550 Plains Road East 
905.333.9995

Read, listen, watch, learn, discover, and create - 
anytime, anywhere at bpl.on.ca

THANK YOU NATIONAL 
HOMES

The Aldershot Lions Club extends its deep gratitude to Mr. 
Jason Pantalone and his team at National Homes for their 
many considerations over the past five years.

National, which is redeveloping the land at 484 Plains Road 
East, donated empty space to the Club for the past five years. 
This space was used by the Lions for community garage sales 
that raised tens of thousands of dollars for local causes, helping 
residents in need of supplies, and keeping tons of material out 
of local landfills.

National’s support was critical to this successful venture. Thank 
you, Mr. Pantalone and best of luck with your new Plains Road 
project.

In Our Backyard
by Nikki Rottenberg 
Aldershot Resident

 
It’s easy access to Cherry Hill Gate and there’s no cost to 
walk the trails. For me, it’s a magical place filled with an 
abundance of wildlife and nature’s beauty. It’s a delight to 
spot so many types of birds and animals that visit or make 
the area home like these pictures I took recently of the 
Great Blueheron. 

As I watched him, his mouth open, I thought of the quote by 
Peter S. Beagle:

“Sing to me. That would be valiant - to raise your voice in 
this dark, lonely place. Sing to me. Sing loudly. It may not 
seem a hero’s task, but I would be glad of it.”  

Socks for Hope  
by Grace Wilbur

An annual project, St. Matthew’s Outreach 
Committee collected socks from their parishioners, 
as well as the community during the month of 
December for Socks for Hope.  Backpacks , food 
collections, and items for infants and toddlers were 
also collected.  Hundreds of pairs of socks were 
delivered to the homeless and donated to shelters.  
This Spring, there will be a Blitz, collecting items for 
Seniors in need. Watch for dates and information on 
the church’s lawn sign and shared on social-media. 
The Outreach Committee looks forward to teaming 
up with other community partners this year.

Rena is delivering the Socks Box to Outreach Chair, Grace Anne 
Wilbur.  Hundreds of pairs of nice warm socks were delivered to the 
homeless and shelters in the area.
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Dental Life Dentistry: 310 Plains Road East 

Dr. Richard Anderson, originally from Chatham, is now 
happily settled in Burlington with his wife and children, and 
LOVES  Aldershot! 
Dr. Richard welcomes children and their parents (grandparents 
too!) into a friendly, warm and welcoming atmosphere.  At 
Dental Life, children will find their dental home where we will 
ensure that our youngest patients grow up with a lifetime of 
dental health.  Should children need any preventative or other 
treatment, Dr. Richard has experience working with children 
at a community hospital as well as the specialized Children’s 
Hospital of Eastern Ontario.  Dr. Anderson is a general dentist 
who received his Honors Bachelor of Science in 2004 and 
Doctor of Dental Surgery from Western University in 2008. His 
office is committed to providing quality, evidence-based care 
to patients of all ages and opens their door, welcoming new 
patients with a smile.

Family & Preventive  
Dentistry ~ Cosmetic ~ Implants ~ Invisalign

Accessible Office and Free Parking 
Contact us today at (905) 632-2484 

www.dental-life.ca     reception@dental-life.ca

 
News from St Matthew on-the-
Plains - Outreach  
by Grace Anne Wilbur

Our Mistletoe Market took place late November, featuring our Gift Collection to benefit 
Compassion Society. There was a table to offer guests the opportunity to “purchase”  a 
gift for a freewill donation.  The gifts and the money went directly to Compassion Society 
for their gift corner.

Aldershot community members are probably already aware of our food collection every 
week serving Compassion Society and Burlington Food Bank. Glenview Public School 
collects food as well and delivers it to us on the first Wednesday of each month.

Last December we collected socks to benefit Socks for Hope.

We hope to host an infant/toddler collection this year with the date as yet to be 
determined. 

We had a FULL HOUSE!

Tea Room Food Donations from Glenview PS
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Kindness in Action
We are caring people coming together, rolling up our sleeves and taking action to help

make our community better. It’s a beautiful thing—and an incredible feeling for everyone
involved. That’s Lions!  We are proud to be part of the  1.4 million caring Lions

supporting communities and collectively making the world a better place.
 

Join us to make a difference.
No matter your age, ability or background there is a place for you in the Lions. 

Aldershot Lions
Supporting the Aldershot community

for over 60 years.

Email us: LionsforAldershot@gmail.com

Visit: LionsAldershot.ca

Leave us a message: (905) 367.0567

We have a place for you.  Aldershot Lions Club.

The Aldershot Village Business Area (ABIA) is excited 
to start a new year on the ever-evolving, ever-changing 
Plains Road. The ABIA, which operates within the City of 
Burlington, is a catalyst for prosperous local business by 
engaging those businesses, the residents of Aldershot, 
property developers, community groups and the City of 
Burlington in a more vibrant business community. Aldershot 
is and continues to be a vibrant place for new businesses 
and unique franchises to open and operate.
“As Aldershot continues to grow and develop, it is important 
for the ABIA to play a role in advocacy and beautification 
while continuing to work on member experience and 
organizational development. We look forward to the 
growing Aldershot while keeping the community feel that 
has made it a great place to live, work and raise a family.” 
ABIA Board Chair, Sonia Pagliuso.
This year, we are looking forward to planning membership 
networking events, community events and many exciting 
opportunities that bring these two groups together. 
Shopping local is a buzz worthy term we have seen a ton 
in the last few years. It has been and continues to be so 
important to support our business community and create 
a vibrant space to live, play and do business. So, get 
out there to Plains Road, find your favourite restaurant, 
salon or health professional and shout it from the rooftops; 
Aldershot is the place to be!
Find all about the ABIA, our Board of Directors, who we 
are and what we do at www.aldershotbia.com Please 
reach out to our Co-Leads and connect!
Tiffany Budler: tiffany@aldershotbia.com
Andrea Dodd: andrea@aldershotbia.com

Welcome to 2023 in the Aldershot Village BIA! 


